
THE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN LOWER SAXONY (SCHOOLS PROVIDING GENERAL EDUCATION)
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Child daycare facility 
(Kindertagesstätte)

Primary school 
(Grundschule)

Special-needs school (Förderschule1)

Lower secondary school (Hauptschule)

Intermediate secondary school (Realschule) 

Integrated Hauptschule and Realschule (Oberschule)

Upper secondary school (Gymnasium)

Comprehensive school (Gesamtschule2)

Elementary level 
(Elementarbereich)

Primary level 
(Primarbereich)

Junior secondary level 
(Sekundarbereich I)

Senior secondary level 
(Sekundarbereich II)

1  Pupils of all year groups may attend special-needs schools (Lower Saxony Education Act (NSchG) sec. 14, subs. 4 and sec. 5, subs. 3 (3)) 
Special-needs schools with a programme focusing on ‘learning’ will be discontinued:  
› at primary level, starting from the school year 2013/2014 (for the first time without Year 1); 
› at junior secondary level, starting from the school year 2017/2018 (for the first time without Year 5); 
› so that the final Year 5 intake will be in the school year 2016/2017.

2  Existing cooperative comprehensive schools (kooperative Gesamtschulen) are granted protected status under NSchG sec. 183 b 

Vocational training schools 
(Berufsbildende Schulen)

Adult education leading to higher-
education entrance qualification: 
evening classes (Abendgymnasium) 
and Kolleg (daytime classes)

University preparatory level (gymnasiale 
Oberstufe) of the Gymnasium

University preparatory level (gymnasiale 
Oberstufe) of the Gymnasium


